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Notice of Decision for Discretionary 

Test and Trace Support Scheme  

 

Pursuant to the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to 

Information) (England) Regulations 2012, Regulation 13(1) 

Notice Published: Monday 05 October 2020 

1. Details of decision made 

Decision: 

Resolved – That the Test and Trace Support Payment Discretionary Scheme, as set 

out at Appendix A to the report, be agreed. 

Reason for decision: 

The guidance for scheme development sets out a number of mandatory criteria for 

awards (i.e. legally required to self isolate, low-income worker who is unable to work 

because they are self-isolating) but provides scope for each Council to implement 

supplementary criteria to determine awards. the proposed criteria achieves the right 

balance between supporting those most in need and financial constraints of the 

scheme  

Possible alternatives considered and rejected: 

To not implement a scheme, this would be to the detriment of residents that are 

required to self-isolate. 

To vary the local criteria set out under section 2 of appendix A, however, funding for 

the scheme will be capped and any proposed change will need to carefully prioritise 

awards to those most in need. 

Conflicts of interest and any dispensations granted: 

No conflicts of interest were declared by any Member who was consulted in respect of 

this decision. 
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2. Approval 

I have read and approve the above decision for the reasons (including possible 

alternative actions rejected) set out above and in the report: 

Signed:  

Councillor Tom Dawlings – Portfolio Holder for Finance and Governance 

Dated: Monday 05 October 2020 

Full details of the decision made can be found in the accompanying document(s) to 

this Notice. 

3. Urgency 

Urgent Decisions Outside the Budget or Policy Framework: 

This decision results in a departure from the Council’s Budget or Policy Framework. In 

accordance with Budget and Policy Framework Procedure Rule 5 in Part 4 of the 

Constitution, the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee agrees that this 

matter is urgent and that it is not practical to convene a meeting of Full Council for the 

reasons set out below. 

Reason that the matter is urgent: 

From 28 September 2020, individuals are entitled to a Test and Trace Support 

Payment or discretionary support payment of £500. This is to support people on low 

incomes who are unable to work from home if they are told to self-isolate by NHS Test 

and Trace and will lose income as a result. 

These payments are designed to help ensure people who have tested positive for 

COVID-19 and their close contacts self-isolate for the required period to stop the 

onward spread of the virus. They are also designed to encourage individuals who are 

eligible for this payment to get tested if they have symptoms. This is important to help 

stop the transmission of COVID-19 and avoid further economic and societal 

restrictions. 

The scheme starts from 28 September 2020, and local authorities should have 

arrangements in place to administer payments by 12 October 2020.  

Call-In and Urgency: 

Furthermore, In accordance with the provisions of Overview and Scrutiny Procedure 

Rule 14 in Part 4 of the Constitution, the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny gave 

prior agreement that this decision is urgent and will not be subject to call-in as delay 

would seriously prejudice the Council’s or the public’s interest. 


